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Note: This is not an exhaustive survey of the scientific literature about phreatophytes in the arid 

southwest.  The list includes articles referenced by the experts we interviewed, recommended 
readings, the author’s selections, and includes the references listed in the Committees’ Long-
Term Water Augmentation Options for Arizona report (2019). 
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From the Long Term Water Augmentation Options for Arizona report (2019), Section 6 
https://new.azwater.gov/sites/default/files/Long-
Term%20Water%20Augmentation%20Options%20final.pdf 
 
 1. [This article reviewed different studies associated with recharge estimation methods, 
mechanisms by which woody plants impact groundwater recharge, effects of woody plant on recharge 
across different soil and geology, hydrological repercussions of woody plant removal.] 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/328335937_Woody_Plant_Encroachment 
_Impacts_on_Groundwater_Recharge_A_Review 
 
2. [This article provides a framework for conceptualizing how woody plant encroachment is likely 
to affect components of the water cycle within these ecosystems.] 
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1890/03-0583 
 
3. [This post discusses the reasons why mesquite trees are replacing grasslands by providing 
findings from relevant research.] https://uanews.arizona.edu/story/mesquite-trees-displacing-
southwestern-grasslands 
 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1526-100X.2008.00356.x
https://new.azwater.gov/sites/default/files/Long-Term%20Water%20Augmentation%20Options%20final.pdf
https://new.azwater.gov/sites/default/files/Long-Term%20Water%20Augmentation%20Options%20final.pdf
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1890/03-0583
https://uanews.arizona.edu/story/mesquite-trees-displacing-southwestern-grasslands
https://uanews.arizona.edu/story/mesquite-trees-displacing-southwestern-grasslands


4. [In this assessment, the parties of Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) investigates potential 
water augmentation alternatives that might provide future water supplies within the Colorado River 
Basin.] https://riversedgewest.org/sites/default/files/files/TRO_Assessment_FINAL%2012-09.pdf 


